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IN THE COMMUNITY 

Legal Entrepreneurs 
for Justice Launches 

Inaugural Class 
Organization seeks to provide lawyer mentoring and 

middle-market legal services 

TONYFLESOR 

LAW WEEK COLORADO 

Colorado's first attorney incubator 
celebrated its official start Thursday 
evening at LawBank. 

Legal Entrepreneurs for Justice, a 
small-business incubator for lawyers 
looking to develop legal practices fo
cused on low- and middle-income Col
oradans celebrated its start and its in
augural cohort of attorneys. 

The organization is led by execu
tive director Laurie Gilbertson and is 
made up of a board consisting of small 
firm, large firm and legal community 
leaders such as board chair and retired 
Faegre Baker Daniels partner Dave 
Stark. and. Colorado, Supreme.,Cpurt 
Justice Melissa Hart. LErs goalis to 
provide support and mentorship to 
young attorneys while also serving the 
people who often fall through the gaps 
in receiving legal services because they 
either can't afford the price of a lawyer 
or don't qualify for legal aid because of 
their income or the type of legal ser
vices that qualify. 

"The access to justice problem that 
is suffered by 80% of the folks in the 
United States is the people that can't 
qualify for legal aid because they make 
too much money but they couldn't hire 
a lawyer if they have to," said LEJ board 
chair Dave Stark. "They're the folks 
that can't withstand a $500 emergency 
in their budget, that would lead them 
to financial disaster. And so we need to 
figure out a way to provide legal ser
vices to those people in an economic 
way, in a way that is effective." 

LEJ board chair Dave Stark (right) and Colorado Supreme Court Justice Melissa Hart (center) present a plaque to Jessica 
Bednarz (left) who served as interim executive director while the organization got off the ground./ LAW WEEK, TONY FLESOR 

The answer proposed by LEJ is to 
provide a safety net, support system 
and training for young attorneys who 
develop their practices with business 
ideas that are tailored for middle-in
come people. 

The four attorneys who will make 
up LEJ's first class are Justin Bertran, 
James Marshall, Jared Ritvo and Cristi
na Uribe Reyes. They completed a boot 
camp Thursday that provided a crash 
course on business and practice man
agement skills ranging from business 
development to managing a COLTAF 
account. Over the next 18 months, 
they'll work out of LawBank and con
tinue to receive mentorship from the 
Colorado Attorney Mentoring Program 
to help them grow their law practices, 
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